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"The Current partisan experience and itsimpact on The Palitical life

of Jordan"
Between " 1989 -- 2008"
" Analysis and Assessment”
By
Ahmad Sultan Saleh Na'amneh
Supervisor
Dr. Abdullah Nugr ush, Prof.

Abstract

This study aim was to introduce the prominent features of the political party life in
Jordan. It points to the reasons behind the weakness of the political parties and their
deterioration. The thesis also puts forward some ways to advance the political parties
current situation through analyzing the present political arena in Jordan. The researcher
has analyzed the political party life in action and its prevalent circumstances, beginning
from following the history of the political parties and touching on the impact thereof on
the overall political development in Jordan. The researcher has also underlined the most
important factors that contribute to the failure of the political life. He has tried to
identify the status of the active political parties and has discussed the political roles each
one of these parties plays.

Furthermore, the researcher has conducted a survey that attempts to answer the
guestions raised by the study and confirms its hypotheses.

The study sample included 246 members of the political parties in Jordan out of the
original 300 survey papers that had been handed to the parties. Participation rate was
88%, an apparently good percentage according to the criteria set in statistical studies.
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The study results can be summarized in the following points:

e The Islamic Action Front Party has come first in the test of the most effective
party in the political life with 91,6% of the sample, followed by the "Jordanian
Communist Party" with 17,4%. The "Jordanian Popular Democratic Unity
Party" has ranked third with 14,7%, and "The National Constitutional Party" has
come fourth with 12.8%. The "Jordanian People's Democratic Party" was the
last with only 12.1%. These results conform to a certain extent with what was
indicated in " The State of Democracy in Jordan surveys' that were conducted
by the Jordan University Center for Strategic Studies in 2008 which show that
the Islamic Action Front Party is the most able among the other partiesto form a
government, and the party that best represents the citizens aspirations.
According to the survey conducted by the Center, the National Front Party
ranked second followed by the National Constitutional Party. By contrast, this
survey reveals that the Jordanian Communist Party has ranked second while the
National Constitutional Party has come in the third place, and this may be due to
the difference between the two samples where the respondents naturally differ in
perspectives.

e The study shows that the political parties in Jordan believe in Democracy as the
best means to come to power and contributing to the political process or
influencing it. The percentage was 65,9% which is a high percentage.

e The study shows that the political parties in Jordan, even the most present and
active, have not been able until the present day to make the shape the political
decision or even influence it, and this constituted 73,1%.

e The study reveals that the political parties are currently going through a stage of
general weakness in terms of participating in the political life.

e The study also shows that some political parties in Jordan are more advanced in
terms of organizational and political abilities than other political parties.

e The study indicates the presence of widespread tribalism, clannish attitudes, or

regionalism among Jordanian citizens.
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The study shows that the official media bodies contributed to a large extent in
misrepresenting the political parties and distort their image to the Jordanian
public, resulting in the decline of the parties in their political activities.

The study also shows that most Jordanian youth are unwilling to join or
participate in a political party. The respondents indicated that job security was
one of the reasons for not joining political parties.

The study shows that the political programmes prepared by the parties are weak
and indefinite. The political programmes usually resort to vagueness and
generalizing, typical of the classical outmoded fashions, unable to take
advantage of the vast technological advancementsin all aspects of life.

The study shows that any criticism addressing the governmental procedures or
disagreeing with the government in opinion would subject the individual to
being intimidated.

The study indicates that security intimidation is greatly responsible for the
refraining from participating with and joining the political parties in Jordan.

The study reveals that the current Election Law in Jordan restrictsto a great
extent the role that Jordanian political parties can play in the political arena.
Most party members see the freedoms given to the Jordanian political parties are
not enough to make advancements in the political party life in Jordan.

This study points to the most prominent reasons that explain why the Jordanian

public isrefraining from joining the political parties. These reasons are:

Ignorance among the citizens and the prevailing culture that discourages
participation in the political life in addition to the lack of conviction in political
work. "Cultural Reasons".

. Security reasons; concerns about job security and the inability to adopt with the
political system. "Constant Fear".

. Lack of time and not touching the positive contributions of the political parties
in addition to the general belief that these parties are ineffective or useless.
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e The study also shows that the recurrent governments had exerted
pressures on the political parties in order to hinder their activities, and
the percentage indicating this fact was 83,7% which is a high percentage.

e The study shows that more than half of party members (the exact
percentage is 63.3%) included in the sample are against the current
Political Parties Law.
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